
        Inquiry Prompts: Use these inquiry prompts to promote student
question generation and research into deeper topics

NO. 2 CONSTRUCTION BATTALION

SOLDIER PORTRAIT CARDS

TEACHERS:  HOW TO USE THIS FILE

Option A:  Post PDF to Digital Learning Space
Posting this PDF to a digital learning space like 
Google Classroom will allow students to explore the 
live URL links embedded at the bottom of each poster.
Or, email the PDF or Share it to your students GAPPS accounts.

Option B:  Print this PDF
When prompted to print this file, be sure to select “Fit to Page” or “Set to
Printable Area” and not “Actual Size” 

York Region District School Board

NOTES TO TEACHERS:

References to “No. 2 CB” is a shorthand for No. 2 Construction Battalion and CEF is
shorthand for Canadian Expeditionary Force.
If students are doing additional research about a soldier, encourage the use of the
soldier’s regimental number to ensure they are researching the correct individual.



        Inquiry Prompt: Many men of No. 2 became ‘sleeping car porters.’
Why might that have been?

Black Canadian
Veterans Stories:
Arthur Ware

SOLDIER PORTRAIT:

ARTHUR NELSON WARE 
Date of Birth:  July 4, 1897
Died:  June 6, 1989 at age 91
Birthplace:  Calgary, Alberta
Enlisted:  1916

Family: His dad was cowboy John Ware and his
mother was Mildred Jane. He was raised by his
grandparents. His brother, William Ware, was also a
No. 2 Construction Battalion soldier. 

Occupation: Common Labourer

Canadian Great 
War Project

Regimental Number: 931657
Rank: Private

Interesting Fact: After the War, he worked as a sleeping car porter, aiding
passengers on cross-Canada trains.  He lived in Vancouver.

Top Photograph: Arthur and William Ware. Glenbow Archives at University of Calgary. CU1229511 
Feature Photograph: Arthur and William Ware. Glenbow Archives at University of Calgary. CU1229512.

John Ware, Lewis Family
Fonds at University of
Calgary

https://www.blackcanadianveterans.com/post/ware-arthur
https://www.blackcanadianveterans.com/post/ware-arthur
https://canadiangreatwarproject.com/person.php?pid=77423
https://canadiangreatwarproject.com/person.php?pid=77423
https://canadiangreatwarproject.com/person.php?pid=77423
https://digitalcollections.ucalgary.ca/asset-management/2R3BF1X2IWPQ?WS=SearchResults
https://digitalcollections.ucalgary.ca/asset-management/2R3BF1X2IWPQ?WS=SearchResults
https://digitalcollections.ucalgary.ca/asset-management/2R3BF1X2IXQ5?WS=SearchResults
https://searcharchives.ucalgary.ca/john-ware-lewis-family-fonds
https://searcharchives.ucalgary.ca/john-ware-lewis-family-fonds
https://searcharchives.ucalgary.ca/john-ware-lewis-family-fonds


            Inquiry Prompt:  )oõ might it have shape� William’s life
                                      having a father as a rancher an� coõboy?

SOLDIER PORTRAIT:

WILLIAM JAMES WARE 

Date of Birth:  September 10, 1898
Died:  January 2, 1934 at age 36
Birthplace:  Calgary, Alberta

Black Canadian
Veterans Stories -
William Ware

John Ware, Lewis
Family Fonds at
University of Calgary

Canadian Great 
War Project

Regimental Number: 931656
Rank: Private

Family: His brother Arthur also served with the No. 2
Construction Battalion. His parents died early and he and
his siblings were raised by their grandparents. He returned
safe after the war, but died young at only age 36.

Occupation: Teamster. A Teamster was a person who drove a team, usually of oxen,
horses, or mules, pulling a wagon. Train operators today are also called Teamsters!

Interesting Fact: His father was a rancher and cowboy in Alberta named John Ware.

Top Photograph: Arthur and William Ware. Glenbow Archives at University of Calgary. CU1229511 
Feature Photograph: William J. Ware. Glenbow Archives at University of Calgary. CU1174787.

https://www.blackcanadianveterans.com/post/ware-william
https://searcharchives.ucalgary.ca/john-ware-lewis-family-fonds
https://searcharchives.ucalgary.ca/john-ware-lewis-family-fonds
https://searcharchives.ucalgary.ca/john-ware-lewis-family-fonds
https://canadiangreatwarproject.com/person.php?pid=77422
https://canadiangreatwarproject.com/person.php?pid=77422
https://canadiangreatwarproject.com/person.php?pid=77422
https://digitalcollections.ucalgary.ca/asset-management/2R3BF1X2IWPQ?WS=SearchResults
https://digitalcollections.ucalgary.ca/asset-management/2R3BF1X2IWPQ?WS=SearchResults
https://digitalcollections.ucalgary.ca/asset-management/2R3BF1SVRJK3?WS=SearchResults


        Inquiry Prompt: )oõ might being a changema»er affect
                 fétére gra�éates of me�ical school?

SOLDIER PORTRAIT:

HEWBURN GREENRIDGE 

Date of Birth:  November 1, 1893
Died:  1923 at the age of 29
Birthplace:  Georgetown, British Guiana 
                             (now known as Guyana)
2ame:  last name also spelled “Greenidge”

Occupation:  Medical Student at the University of
Manitoba. He graduated in 1920.

Black Canadian
Veterans Stories -
Hewburn Greenidge

University of
Manitoba Vignette

Canadian Great 
War Project

Regimental Number: 931631
Rank: Private

-nteresting Fact: Hewburn returned to the University of Manitoba in December 1918
and graduated in 1920 as the first medical graduate of African descent. After
graduation, he returned to Guyana to be a doctor and practice medicine.

Top photograph:  Black Canadian Veterans Stories.
Feature photograph: University of Manitoba. Students’ Union 1920 Yearbook Vol. 1. Page 62.

https://www.blackcanadianveterans.com/post/greenidge-hewburn
https://news.umanitoba.ca/black-history-month-photo-series-and-vignettes/
https://news.umanitoba.ca/black-history-month-photo-series-and-vignettes/
https://canadiangreatwarproject.com/person.php?pid=77367
https://canadiangreatwarproject.com/person.php?pid=77367
https://canadiangreatwarproject.com/person.php?pid=77367
http://digitalcollections.lib.umanitoba.ca/islandora/object/uofm%3A1393672/datastream/OBJ/view


SOLDIER PORTRAIT:

SELDON PARRIS (PARIS)

Date of Birth:  October 9, 1892
Died:  July 22, 1955
Birthplace:  Truro, Nova Scotia
Family:  His parents were Alexander Parris and 
Margaret Prevost. After the war, he married Loretta
Shepherd and they had six children. Many of his 
descendants also served in the Canadian Armed Forces.
Seldon’s son, Gerald, served in the Second World War.

Regimental Number: 931034
Rank: Private

Occupation: Labourer 
-nteresting Fact: In 2016, Seldon and his cousin Joseph Parris appeared on the 2016
commemorative Canada Post stamp honouring No. 2 Construction Battalion. 

Black Canadian
Veterans Stories:
Seldon Parris

Canadian Great 
War Project

Library and
Archives Canada

Top photograph, left to right: Thomas Reid, Seldon Thomas Parris, Joseph Parris, Stephen Johnson and William Parris. Courtesy Black Canadian Veterans Stories.
Feature photograph: Canada Post, 2016 commemorative stamp

        Inquiry Prompt: ,f one of yoér parents serve� in the militaryƤ 
õhy might it infléence yoér �ecision to �o the same?

https://www.blackcanadianveterans.com/post/parris-gerald
https://www.canadapost-postescanada.ca/cpc/en/personal/collectibles/stamp-stories/2016-01-14-black-history-no-2-construction-battalion
https://www.blackcanadianveterans.com/post/parris-seldon
https://canadiangreatwarproject.com/person.php?pid=75549
https://canadiangreatwarproject.com/person.php?pid=75549
https://canadiangreatwarproject.com/person.php?pid=75549
https://central.bac-lac.gc.ca/.item/?op=pdf&app=CEF&id=B7575-S020
https://central.bac-lac.gc.ca/.item/?op=pdf&app=CEF&id=B7575-S020


        Inquiry Prompt:   How might playing hockey prepare a young    
                       man to face the challenges of war? 

Guysborough County
Veterans - Pte. Joseph
A. Parris

Canadian Great 
War Project

SOLDIER PORTRAIT:

JOSEPH “JOE” A. PARRIS 

Family:  His father was Charles Parris and mother,
Annie Parris, both from Mulgrave, Nova Scotia. 
He was not married. His older brother William “Bill”
also joined No. 2 CB. He was discharged on February
12th,  1919 - reason, ‘demobilization.’

Occupation: Labourer 

Regimental Number: 931017
Rank: Private

Interesting Fact: Joe played hockey for the Truro Victoria Team from 1903-1904. 

Men in top photograph, left to right: Thomas Reid, Seldon Thomas Parris, Joseph Parris, Stephen Johnson and William Parris. Courtesy Black Canadian Veterans
Stories. Feature Photograph: No. 2 Construction Battalion CEF, Nova Scotia Archives (1981-337), 1916.

Date of Birth:  March 20, 1899
Died:  April 19, 1972
Birthplace:  Sand Point, Guysborough County, N.S.

Canada Post
Commemorative
Stamp 2016

https://guysboroughgreatwarveterans.blogspot.com/2014/01/pte-joseph-alexander-parris-no-2.html
https://guysboroughgreatwarveterans.blogspot.com/2014/01/pte-joseph-alexander-parris-no-2.html
https://canadiangreatwarproject.com/person.php?pid=75548
https://canadiangreatwarproject.com/person.php?pid=75548
https://canadiangreatwarproject.com/person.php?pid=75548
https://www.canadapost-postescanada.ca/cpc/en/personal/collectibles/stamp-stories/2016-01-14-black-history-no-2-construction-battalion
https://www.canadapost-postescanada.ca/cpc/en/personal/collectibles/stamp-stories/2016-01-14-black-history-no-2-construction-battalion
https://www.canadapost-postescanada.ca/cpc/en/personal/collectibles/stamp-stories/2016-01-14-black-history-no-2-construction-battalion


        Inquiry Prompt:  Zelect the steam engine or threshing machine
an� research their importance to the a�vancement of technology.

SOLDIER PORTRAIT:

ROBERT “BOB” JAMERSON 

Date of Birth:  February 7, 1894
Died:  April 19, 1972
Birthplace:  Palistine, Texas, USA
Family: Arrived in Athabasca, Alberta in 1910 from
Texas. Robert’s son Frank, donated their family
archives to the City of Edmonton Archives. 

Occupation: Before the war, he was a railway
labourer. After the war, he was a railway porter.

The Canadian
Encyclopedia

Canadian Great 
War Project

Regimental Number: 931563
Rank: Private

-nteresting Fact: The photograph above is of Bob Jamerson and Columbus Bowen of
Pine Creek, Alberta (Amber Valley). Bob worked on steam engines and threshing
machines before the war. After the war, he worked as a porter, until his retirement in
1959.

City of Edmonton
Archives

 Top Photograph, left to right:  Bob Jamerson and Columbus Bowen. Courtesy Black Canadian Veterans Stories
Feature Photograph: No 2 Construction Battalion in Truro, NS. Pictou County Military Museum.

https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/black-canadians
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/black-canadians
https://canadiangreatwarproject.com/person.php?pid=77215
https://canadiangreatwarproject.com/person.php?pid=77215
https://canadiangreatwarproject.com/person.php?pid=77215
https://cityarchives.edmonton.ca/bob-jamerson-and-columbus-bowen
https://cityarchives.edmonton.ca/bob-jamerson-and-columbus-bowen
https://www.capebretonmilitaryhistory.com/collections/main-theme-collections/no-2-construction-battalion/no-2-construction-photos-and-postcards-ww1-canada-1916-to-1917/section-1


        Inquiry Prompt: What õas a ‘�ooper’? )oõ might this ¸ob have
helpe� $eorge õhile in the No.2 �onstréction �attalion?

SOLDIER PORTRAIT:

GEORGE W. STEWART 
Date of Birth: April 1, 1891
Died: November 1, 1954, Lancaster N.B.
Birthplace: Saint John, New Brunswick
Family: George was married to Ethel. He had two
daughters, Olive and Blanche. Blanche lived to 102
years of age.

Occupation: Cooper. He was the band leader and
played the saxophone.

Fredericton Region
Museum 

Canadian Great 
War Project

Regimental Number: 931322
Rank: Private

-nteresting Fact: The band first formed using donated musical instruments. George
and the New Brunswick No. 2 CB band were very popular. They preformed in France at
a sporting event and at Bastille Day on July 14, 1918. The war officially ended on
November 11, 1918.

Top photograph: The Army Museum, Halifax Citadel. // Small Photograph: Jennifer Dow
Feature Photograph: No 2 Construction Battalion in Truro, NS. Pictou County Military Museum.

The Canadian
Encyclopedia

https://www.frederictonregionmuseum.com/2022/07/05/honouring-the-no-2-construction-battalion/
https://www.frederictonregionmuseum.com/2022/07/05/honouring-the-no-2-construction-battalion/
https://canadiangreatwarproject.com/person.php?pid=76649
https://canadiangreatwarproject.com/person.php?pid=76649
https://canadiangreatwarproject.com/person.php?pid=76649
https://www.capebretonmilitaryhistory.com/collections/main-theme-collections/no-2-construction-battalion/no-2-construction-photos-and-postcards-ww1-canada-1916-to-1917/section-1
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/no-2-construction-battalion
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/no-2-construction-battalion


        Inquiry Prompt:   What role �i� military ban�s play 
   in regiments?

SOLDIER PORTRAIT:

 HERBERT NICHOLS
Date of Birth: October 31, 1894
Died: Unknown
Birthplace: Saint John, New Brunswick
Family: His parents were Charles and 
Isabelle Nichols. He had at least 5 siblings.

Occupation: Barber (hairdresser). After the war, he
lived with his mother and brother at 51 Spar Cove
Road. He owned a barber shop.

Fredericton 
Region Museum

Canadian Great 
War Project

Regimental Number: 931115
Rank: Private

-nteresting Fact: He was one of the first men from Saint John, NB to enlist with No.
2 CB. The top photograph is from a newspaper that featured 10 men from Saint
John who signed up in No. 2 Construction Battalion. He was also a member of the
band. 

Active History top
photo: back row,
second from leftTop photograph: Daily Telegraph,17 August 1916.

Feature photograph credit: Black Canadian Veterans Stories. 

https://www.frederictonregionmuseum.com/2022/07/05/honouring-the-no-2-construction-battalion/
https://www.frederictonregionmuseum.com/2022/07/05/honouring-the-no-2-construction-battalion/
https://www.frederictonregionmuseum.com/2022/07/05/honouring-the-no-2-construction-battalion/
https://canadiangreatwarproject.com/person.php?pid=76064
https://canadiangreatwarproject.com/person.php?pid=76064
https://canadiangreatwarproject.com/person.php?pid=76064
https://activehistory.ca/blog/2021/06/01/black-identity-and-the-great-war-history-from-the-bottom-up/


        Inquiry Prompt: Why might Zeymoér have õante� to serve 
                              again �éring the Zecon� Worl� War?

SOLDIER PORTRAIT:

ARTHUR SEYMOUR TYLER
Date of Birth: February 22, 1897
Died: February 17, 1985
Birthplace: Saint John, New Brunswick
Family: His brother, Charles E. Tyler also 
served in No. 2 Construction Battalion CEF.

Occupation: After the WWI, he became an award-winning
farmer. In the Second World War, he was injured. He
became a porter for the Canadian Pacific Railway until
1959.

Black Canadian
Veterans Profile

Regimental Number: 931239
Rank: Private

-nteresting Fact: Seymour served in the First and Second World War. He was a
member of No. 2 CB Band and played the trumpet and coronet. In WWII, he was a
Bugle Sergeant with the Carleton and York Regiment.

Fredericton Region
Museum

Canadian Great 
War Project

Top photograph and newspaper credit: Black Canadian Veterans Stories. Toronto Star newspaper clipping, November 14, 1982. 
Feature photograph credit:  Fredericton Region Museum. York-Sunbury Historical Society, P132-123

https://www.blackcanadianveterans.com/post/tyler-arthur-seymour
https://www.blackcanadianveterans.com/post/tyler-arthur-seymour
https://www.communitystories.ca/v2/black-settlers-york-sunbury_colons-noirs/gallery/an-honoured-member-of-new-brunswicks-black-community-for-the-work-he-did-to-promote-the-pride-unity-and-dignity-of-his-race-through-education-arthur-seymour-tyler/
https://www.communitystories.ca/v2/black-settlers-york-sunbury_colons-noirs/gallery/an-honoured-member-of-new-brunswicks-black-community-for-the-work-he-did-to-promote-the-pride-unity-and-dignity-of-his-race-through-education-arthur-seymour-tyler/
https://canadiangreatwarproject.com/person.php?pid=76428
https://canadiangreatwarproject.com/person.php?pid=76428
https://canadiangreatwarproject.com/person.php?pid=76428


      Inquiry Prompt: Why õoél� hoc»ey also be segregate� at the time? 
         �o some research into Willie H’Vee.

SOLDIER PORTRAIT:

 JOHN MANSFIELD
Date of Birth: January 1, 1879
Died: In France on January 14, 1918 at 42. He
became sick and was refused treatment by the
doctors. He died of cardiac arrest.
Birthplace: Dartmouth, Nova Scotia
Family: Listed his sister, Bessie Brown, as his
next of kin.

Occupation: Labourer

Regimental Number: 931378
Rank: Private

-nteresting Fact: John played as the spare for the Halifax Eureka Hockey team, 
which was one of the few Black hockey clubs at the time. They won the league
championship in 1904. In 2020, Canada Post issued a commemorative stamp
featuring the photo above.

Top photograph: Halifax Eurekas, Colored Hockey Championship winners, 1904. John is back row, far right. Courtesy Black Canadian Veterans Stories.
Feature photograph credit: Anthony Sherwood and Kathy Grant, Black Canadian Veterans Stories. // Canada Post: Colored Hockey Championship, 2020. 

Canadian Virtual
War Memorial

Canadian Great 
War Project

Black Canadian
Veterans Profile

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial/detail/325741
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial/detail/325741
https://canadiangreatwarproject.com/person.php?pid=17748
https://canadiangreatwarproject.com/person.php?pid=17748
https://canadiangreatwarproject.com/person.php?pid=17748
https://www.blackcanadianveterans.com/post/mansfield-john
https://www.blackcanadianveterans.com/post/mansfield-john


        Inquiry Prompt:  What role �i� chaplain’s play in 
                   õartime regiments?

Library and Archives
Canada: William Andrew
White diaries

Canadian Great 
War Project

The Canadian
Encyclopedia

SOLDIER PORTRAIT:

 WILLIAM ANDREW WHITE
Date of Birth: June 16, 1874
Died: September 9, 1936
Birthplace: King and Queen County, Virginia
Family: The son of formerly enslaved parents, he
moved to Nova Scotia in 1899. He was one of
the first Black students to graduate from Acadia
University. Together with his wife Izie Dora, they
had 13 children!

Regimental Number: (none)
Rank: Chaplain (Honorary Captain)

Occupation: Baptist Minister. During the First World War, he was Chaplain for No. 2
CB.
-nteresting Fact: William loved sports, especially rugby. And did you know his
daughter was the classical contralto singer Portia White? Read more about his
interesting descendants on the Canadian Encyclopedia page!

Top photograph: Courtesy Lt‐Col DH Sutherland Collection, River John, Nova Scotia
Feature photograph credit: Anthony Sherwood and Kathy Grant, Black Canadian Veterans Stories. 

http://central.bac-lac.gc.ca/.redirect?app=fonandcol&id=4818067&lang=eng
http://central.bac-lac.gc.ca/.redirect?app=fonandcol&id=4818067&lang=eng
http://central.bac-lac.gc.ca/.redirect?app=fonandcol&id=4818067&lang=eng
https://canadiangreatwarproject.com/person.php?pid=77963
https://canadiangreatwarproject.com/person.php?pid=77963
https://canadiangreatwarproject.com/person.php?pid=77963
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/william-a-white
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/william-a-white


        Inquiry Prompt: ahe �oõney family has over 2ĔĔ years of history in
�ana�a. What biases eúist õhen someone as»s ƴ ‘õhere are yoé from’?

SOLDIER PORTRAIT:

 GEORGE DOWNEY, SR.
Date of Birth: February 12, 1892
Died: June 14, 1969
Birthplace: Preston, Nova Scotia
Family: He enlisted in No. 2 CB with his cousin,
James “Jimmy” Downey. After the war, he married
Leotra Tomlinson, a local school teacher, and had
10 children together. (Leotra was related to
William Neilson Hall, V.C.) 

Parks Canada -
Hometown Heroes

Canadian Great 
War Project

Regimental Number: 931227
Rank: Private

-nteresting Facts: George re-enlisted in the Second World War with the Veterans Guard
of Canada.  Several of his descendants were boxing champions, including his son
Robert Downey Sr. “The Fighting Downeys” were boxing champions in Canada.

CBC Gem Doc:
Deeply Rooted

Top photograph: No. 18 Company of the Veterans Guard  in training at Sherbrooke, Quebec, January 1945. Courtesy of Michael O’Hagan. 
Feature photograph credit: Black Canadian Veterans Stories. 

Occupation: After the war, he was a businessman and community leader.

https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/william-neilson-hall
https://canadiangreatwarproject.com/person.php?pid=76407
https://canadiangreatwarproject.com/person.php?pid=76407
https://canadiangreatwarproject.com/person.php?pid=76407

	Joseph Alexander Parris.pdf
	No 2 Construction Battalion Soldier Portraits_compressed (1).pdf

